The IEEE Visual Analytics Science and Technology (VAST) Conference is now in its tenth year, and its sixth year as an IEEE Conference. It remains the primary venue for the rapidly growing field of visual analytics. Visual analytics is the science of analytical reasoning supported by highly interactive visual interfaces, and seeks to integrate computational analytics with human cognitive processes. Visual analytics requires interdisciplinary science, going beyond traditional visualization to include statistics, mathematics, knowledge representation, management and discovery technologies, cognitive and perceptual sciences, decision sciences, and more.
IEEE VAST 2015 offers an exciting papers program. Its featured themes include managing visual analytics process; complementing visual and algorithmic analysis; platforms of visual analytics; uncertainty, correlation, and causality; visual analytics of temporal network data, movement and transport data, social media data, and textual data; and visual analytics in medicine and healthcare, and in design and development. Following the same format in the previous year, IEEE VAST 2015 presents accepted papers in two categories.
(a) TVCG-Track. Papers that exhibit the highest quality in terms of originality, rigor and significance will appear in a special issue of the IEEE Transactions on Visualization and Computer Graphics (TVCG), together with the papers from the IEEE Information Visualization and Scientific Visualization Conferences. IEEE VAST 2015 received 149 paper submissions. Following the initial processing by cochairs, 148 papers entered the review process. After two review cycles, 33 papers were finally accepted into the TVCG track, for an acceptance rate of 22%.
(b) Conference-only Track. In order to increase the exposure of visual analytics applications, and participation of interdisciplinary researchers, this additional track features innovative advances and applications in visual analytics that may have focuses beyond the scope of TVCG. 14 papers were finally accepted into the Conference-only track.
Papers in both tracks will be presented in the conference, be included in the IEEE VAST USB, and appear in the IEEE Digital Library.
The VAST 2015 best paper was chosen by a best paper award committee consisting of David S. Ebert, Silvia Miksch, and William Ribarsky. The best paper committee carefully considered the top 6 papers and their reviews. We congratulate Stef van den Elzen, Danny Holten, Jorik Blaas, and Jarke J. van Wijk for their paper "Reducing Snapshots to Points: A Visual Analytics Approach to Dynamic Network Exploration". As the award committee acknowledged, "this paper provides a strong foundation for analysis of dynamic networks that is both elegant and novel". The committee also selected two honorable mentions, noted in the table of contents of this special issue.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We warmly thank the IEEE VIS General Chairs, Michael E. Papka and Maxine Brown, and Coordinating Chair, Laura Wolf, for their leadership and coordination. We especially appreciate the valuable advice and guidance from Tamara Munzner as Chair of VIS Executive Committee. We thank the Program Chair, Gautam Chaudhary, for his considerable help in coordinating activities; the VIS publication and project coordinator, Meghan Haley, both for her guidance throughout the year and for bringing the publication together so effectively once again; and James Stewart, Precision Conference Solutions, for the smooth running of the PCS system, and for his prompt and effective support to many queries from us.
The IEEE VIS 2015 conference also features tutorials, workshops, panels, posters, exhibits, the SciVis contest, the VAST challenge, the practitioner experiences track, the doctoral colloquium, the art program, industry outreach activity, Compass activities, meetups, and fast forward sessions among other activities and events held throughout the week. There are also three co-located events: Large Data Analysis and Visualization (LDAV) symposium, Visualization for Cyber Security (VizSec) symposium, and Visualization in Data Science (VDS) symposium. None of these would exist were it not for the time and effort spent by our community members. We appreciate the support from all colleagues involved in organizing VIS 2015. We also take this opportunity to thank Klaus Mueller as Chair of the IEEE Visualization and Graphics Technical Committee (VGTC) during 2012-2015. The organisers of VAST, InfoVis and SciVis are looking forward to working with Claudio T. Silva as the incoming VGTC chair in the coming years.
We especially acknowledge the support of Leila De Floriani as Editor-in-Chief of TVCG, and the coordination by Charles Hansen for the presentation of TVCG papers in VIS 2015. We thank the IEEE CS Production team, Erin Espriu, Meera Patel, Kimberly Sperka, Joyce Arnold, and Alison Larkin, for their time and much effort in helping produce these proceedings.
Gennady Andrienko
Fraunhofer IAIS and City University London
Min Chen
Oxford University
